Novel biomedical risk markers for cardiovascular disease.
Molecular moieties within newly discovered pathophysiological pathways in atherothrombosis represent potential biomedical risk markers for cardiovascular disease. Their discovery is important in that a large proportion of cardiovascular disease is unexplained by 'conventional' risk markers, and that novel markers may pave the way to new targets for intervention. Many candidate markers have been identified, among which inflammatory and haemostatic factors are prominent. This review will examine the evidence for the roles of key novel risk markers in cardiovascular disease, against criteria which define causality as well as potential clinical utility.